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Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale 

presents 

The King Comes! 
Music for Advent and Christmas 

 
 
Peace Lutheran Church Saturday, December 7, 2019 
Hartford, Wisconsin 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Please reserve applause until the conclusion of the program. 
Please silence all mobile phones and other electronic devices. 

 
 
 

I.  Music for Advent 
 
 
 

Lift Up Your Heads, O Gates Setting by David von Kampen, 2018 

 Text from Psalm 24:7  
 

Lift up your heads, O gates, and be lifted up, O ancient doors, 
that the King of glory may come in.  Alleluia! 

 
 
 

The Tree of Life Setting by James Biery, 2018 

 Set to WEXFORD CAROL, a traditional Irish carol 
 Text by Stephen P. Starke, 1993 
 

The tree of life with ev’ry good In Eden’s holy orchard stood,  
And of its fruit so pure and sweet God let the man and woman eat.  
Yet in this garden also grew Another tree, of which they knew;  
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned Against whose eating God had warned.  
 
The stillness of that sacred grove Was broken as the serpent strove  
With tempting voice Eve to beguile And Adam too by sin defile.  
Oh, day of sadness when the breath Of fear and darkness, doubt and death,  
Its awful poison first displayed Within the world so newly made.  
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What mercy God showed to our race, A plan of rescue by his grace:  
In sending One from woman’s seed, The One to fill our greatest need—  
For on a tree uplifted high His only Son for sin would die,  
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread To crush the ancient serpent’s head! 
 
Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame Flows life eternal in his name;  
For all who trust and will believe, Salvation’s living fruit receive.  
And of this fruit so pure and sweet The Lord invites the world to eat,  
To find within this cross of wood The tree of life with ev’ry good. 

 
 
 
 

Prepare the Way Before Him Setting by Joachim von Burck (1541-1610) 

 Text by Valentin Thilo, Jr. (1607-1662) 
 

Prepare the way before him; Prepare for him the best. 
Cast out whate’er offendeth This great, this heavenly Guest. 
Make straight, make plain the way: 
The lowly valleys raising, The heights of pride abasing, 
His path all even lay. 
 
Ye sons of men, oh, hearken: Your heart and mind prepare 
To hail the almighty Savior, O sinners, be your care. 
He who of grace alone 
Our Life and Light was given, The promised Lord from heaven, 
Unto our world is shown. 
 
Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus, Turn not from me aside, 
And grant that I receive thee This blessed Adventtide. 
From stall and manger low 
Come now to dwell within me; Loud praises will I sing thee 
And forth thy glory show. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 4 

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry Setting by Donald Busarow (1934-2011) 

 Text by Charles Coffin (1676-1749) 

Stanza 1: Congregation 

Stanza 2: Congregation in canon: 
 Women begin. Men start one measure later (as women sing “ev’ry”) 

Stanzas 3-4: Choir 

Stand during the interlude between stanzas 4 and 5. 

Stanza 5: Congregation 

 

 
 
 
Be seated. 
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Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Setting by John Behnke, 2018 

 Text by Charles Wesley (1707-88) 
 

A translation of this text with a different melody is included in Christian Worship (hymn #6). 
The melody used in this anthem, JEFFERSON, will appear with this text in the next hymnal of the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), scheduled for publication in 2021. 

 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, 
Born to set your people free; 
From our fears and sins release us. 
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, 
Hope of all the earth thou art, 
Dear Desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever, 
Now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit 
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
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The King Will Come at Age’s End Setting by Mark Knickelbein, 2012 

 Tune by Joyce Schubkegel, 2004 
 Text by Laurie Gauger, 2004 
Stand during the interlude between stanzas 4 and 5. 

This hymn from Christian Worship: Supplement will also be included in the next WELS hymnal. 
 

 
 
Be seated. 
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Interlude 
 
 

Offering  

 
An offering to support the Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale will be gathered during the interlude. 
We thank you for your generous gifts, which defray the expenses of our concerts and enable to us purchase 
new music for our shared library with the music department at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School. 
Gifts to support the KML Adult Chorale may also be mailed to: Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale; 
c/o Crown of Life Lutheran Church; 1292 Tally Ho Trail; Hubertus, Wisconsin 53033. 
 
 

He Shall Reign Forevermore Chris Tomlin and Matt Maher, 2018 

 
In the bleak midwinter all creation groans, 
For a world in darkness frozen like a stone. 
Light is breaking in a stable for a throne. 
 

And he shall reign forevermore. 
Unto us a Child is born, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
And he shall reign forevermore. 

 
If I were a wise man, I would travel far. 
If I were a shepherd I would do my part. 
But, poor as I am, I will give to him my heart. 
 
Here within a manger lies the One who made the starry skies, 
This baby born for sacrifice: Christ, the Messiah! 
Into our hopes, into our fears, the Savior of the world appears, 
The promise of eternal years: Christ, the Messiah! 

 
 

Joy to the World Setting by Francesca Battistelli and Ian Eskelin, 2012  

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let earth receive her King! 
Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing. 
 
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns. Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love. 
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II. Music for Christmas 
 
 
 

Beside Thy Manger Here I Stand Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 Chorale from the Christmas Oratorio 
 Text by Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676) 
 

A translation of this text with the melody of this chorale will appear among the Christmas hymns in the 
next WELS hymnal. 

 
Beside thy manger here I stand, Child Jesus, my dear Savior. 
I bring thee gifts with willing hands, All tokens of thy favor. 
Accept from me my will, my mind; My heart, my soul are truly thine. 
Accept them, Lord, with pleasure. 
 
In night of grief and death I lay; Thou Jesus, didst console me, 
Didst bring to me thy light, thy rays, Thy angels who surround me. 
Thy rays of love my soul inspire, My faith confirm, prompt to admire 
Thy faithfulness, thy beauty. 
 
I beg of thee, Thou Child divine, O grant me this great favor: 
That I may be forever thine And thou be e’er my Savior. 
O let my heart thy manger be, A dwelling place along for thee, 
Filled with thy rays of sunshine. 
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Peace Came to Earth Setting by Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

 Text by Jaroslav Vajda (1919-2008) 
 

This arrangement by Lutheran composer and organist Paul Manz was chosen for this concert to mark 
the 100th anniversary of Manz’s birth and the tenth anniversary of his death. 

 
Peace came to earth at last that chosen night  
When angels clove the sky with song and light  
And God embodied love and sheathed his might—  

Who could but gasp: Immanuel! Who could but sing: Immanuel! 
 
And who could be the same for having held  
The infant in their arms and later felt  
The wounded hands and side, all doubts dispelled—  
Who could but sigh: Immanuel! Who could but shout: Immanuel! 
 
You show the Father none has ever seen,  
In flesh and blood you bore our griefs and pain,  
In bread and wine you visit us again—  
Who could but see: Immanuel! Who could but thrill: Immanuel! 

 
The congregation joins the choir for the final stanza: 
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming Setting by David Simmons, 2018 

 Text and tune from Speyer Gesangbuch, 1599 
 
 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung. 
It came, a blossom bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind, 
With Mary we behold it, the Virgin Mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, when half-spent was the night. 
 
O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere; 
True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, and share our every load. 

 
 
 
 

Away in a Manger Setting by Ralch C. Schultz, 1961 

 American Carol, 19th century 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with thee there. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 11 

All My Heart Again Rejoices Setting by Kevin Hildebrand, 2009 

 Tune by Johann Crüger (1598-1662) 
 Text by Paul Gerhardt (1607-76) 

Stand during the interlude between stanzas 5 and 6. 

 

 
 

 
Be seated. 
 
 

 
 

” 
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Gloria Deo Up in the Sky! Text and music by John Butler, 1992 

 
Gloria Deo! Hark to the glad sound! Gloria Deo! Hear the great cry! 
Gloria Deo! Angels are singing, Telling the news of joy from heaven on high. 
Shepherds stand in deep amazement As they hear the angel throng. 
“Fear not,” they say, “for we bring you glad tidings, 
Jesus is born the King: Come join our heavenly song.” 
 

Gloria Deo! We shall sing with the angels on high. 
Gloria Deo up in the sky! 

 
“Shepherds, away, to visit your Savior. You will not find him wearing a crown. 
He has been born in lowly manger, Poor in a stable down in Bethlehem town. 
Leave your sheep; make haste to the manger. Run to bless and worship him there. 
Mary, his mother, is there in maiden beauty, Chosen to be the one, the Son of God to bear.” 
 
Then the angels leave the poor shepherds, Filled with awe and wonder and joy. 
They run to Bethlehem and the Christ Child, There in his mother’s arms the holy Boy. 
Radiant glow of peace and serenity Wraps around the infant there, 
Ox and ass his lowly companions, Sharing their home with him in that stable so bare. 
 
You too must go and visit the manger. You too must go to worship your King. 
Fear not that you will feel like a stranger; Come, join with us and all your praises sing. 
Nothing ever in all the world’s history Matches what has happened tonight. 
God, in his love, has sent us our Redeemer; Don’t be afraid, come join us, see the holy sight! 

 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Thanks from the Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale: 

▪ to Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School, for permitting the KMLAC to practice in the school’s choir room 
regularly during our rehearsal seasons. 

▪ to the Lutheran Chorale of Milwaukee and the music department of Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School 
for loaning music to the KMLAC for this concert. 

▪ to Peace Lutheran Church for providing the church’s sanctuary and resources for our concert. 
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Membership of the Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale 
 

Soprano Alto 

Nancy Ebeling Kathy Collyard  
Brenda Herman Susie Deutschmann 
Pamela Olson Annette Diener  
Emily Strey Jennifer Heil  
Sue Speidel Emma Karhs 
Deb Tetzlaff Jonna Kahrs 
Christine Zuleger Lisa Kugler 
 
Tenor Bass 

Greg Dreyer David Bonack 
Jeff Guse Alex Damrow  
Bruce Meyer Russ Geiger  
Wyatt Michaels Jon Hahm  
Richard Schulz Tom Luecke 
Tom Speidel Leland Schultz  

 
Johnold J. Strey, director 
Emily Strey, accompanist 
Deb Tetzlaff, accompanist 

Deb Wittig, guest organist & accompanist 
 
 

Guest Musicians 
 
The Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale partners with Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School to 
provide students with performance opportunities in our sacred concerts. We acknowledge and thank the 
following students from KMLHS for their participation in today’s concert: 
 

Oboe Allis Cain 

Trumpet Stephen Klemp  

Percussion Peter Ma 
 Joshua Michel 
 Lydia Strey 

Soloists Alaina Wiedoff 
 Emily Wittig 

 

We also thank KMLHS band teacher Angela Hohenstein and voice instructor Jessi Kolberg for recruiting 
and assisting these students to serve as guest musicians in this concert. 
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Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale 

The Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale welcomes you to today’s concert! We pray that our musical 
message about Jesus Christ, the Son of God who was born to be our Savior and King, fills your hearts 
with joy and peace as we begin another Advent season and anticipate the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
 
The Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale (KMLAC) began in 1995 when James Grasby, then director 
of choirs at Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School (KMLHS) in Jackson, formed a new adult choir 
affiliated with the high school. For its first two years, the KMLAC presented song service concerts 
during Advent. In 1997, the group began to prepare two concerts each year, one in spring and the other 
shortly before Christmas. Concerts and other appearances were held in various churches that belong 
to the federation of congregations that support KMLHS. Occasionally, the KMLAC also sang during the 
regular Christmas and Lent-Easter concerts at KMLHS. 
 
When Mr. Grasby accepted the call to serve as principal at Lakeside Lutheran High School in Lake Mills, 
Wisconsin in 2003, the KMLAC chose Carl Nolte, music editor at Northwestern Publishing House, to be 
its director. Mr. Nolte directed the KMLAC for 15 years. During his tenure, the KMLAC sang concerts in 
all the congregations that comprise the KMLHS Federation. Mr. Nolte’s final concert in the spring of 
2018 marked the tenth anniversary of the publication of Christian Worship: Supplement, for which he 
served as music editor. 
 
The KMLAC appointed Pastor Johnold Strey to serve as its new director in the fall of 2018. Pastor Strey 
is a KMLHS alumnus, and a graduate of Martin Luther College (1997) and Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary (2001). For the first 15 years of his ministry, he pastored congregations near San Francisco 
and Sacramento. He also served as the worship coordinator for the Arizona-California District of the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) from 2006 to 2016. He earned a master’s degree in 
Pastoral Liturgy and Liturgical Music from Santa Clara University in 2009. Since 2016, he has been the 
pastor of Crown of Life Lutheran Church in Hubertus. Pastor Strey currently serves on the Rites 
Committee of the WELS Hymnal Project, and recently completed the manuscript for a book about 
Christian worship that will be published by Northwestern Publishing House (NPH). In November, he 
was elected to the Executive Committee and Board of Directors of KMLHS. 
 

Join Your Voice with Ours! 

The Kettle Moraine Lutheran Adult Chorale invites new singers to join its membership. The choir is 
open to members of WELS and ELS congregations. Auditions are not required, but musical ability and 
choral experience are necessary to be a contributing member of the choir. For more information, 
contact Pastor Johnold Strey at jstrey@crownoflifehubertus.com or at (262) 628-2550 ext. 210. 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jstrey@crownoflifehubertus.com
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2019 Christmas Concerts 
performed by area schools and organizations within the 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

 

 

Wisconsin Lutheran College Choir 

WLC Center for Arts and Performance • Milwaukee 

Sat. Dec. 7 at 7:30 p.m.  -and-  Sun. Dec. 8 at 2:30 p.m. 
Tickets required, available online or by calling 414-443-8802. 

Go to www.wlc.edu/2019-Christmas-Festival-Concert for information. 

 

 

The Seminary Chorus 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary Auditorium • Mequon 

Sunday, December 8 at 3:00 & 7:00 p.m. 
Go to www.wls.wels.net/seminary-chorus-Christmas-concert for information. 

 

 

Kettle Moraine Lutheran High School 

KML Performing Arts Center Auditorium • Jackson 

Winter Band Concert – Sunday, December 8 at 2:30 p.m. 

Christmas Choral Concert – Saturday, December 14 at 6:30 p.m. 
Go to www.kmlhs.org for information. 

 

 

Crown of Life Christmas Orchestra 

Crown of Life Lutheran Church • 1292 Tally Ho Trl • Hubertus 

Fri. & Sat. Dec. 13-14 at 7:00 p.m.  -and-  Sun. Dec. 15 at 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

Luther Preparatory School 

LPS Gymnasium • 1300 Western Avenue • Watertown 

Sun. Dec. 15 at 3:00 p.m.  -and-  Thur. Dec. 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
Go to www.lps.wels.net for more information. 

 

http://www.wlc.edu/2019-Christmas-Festival-Concert
http://www.wls.wels.net/seminary-chorus-Christmas-concert
http://www.kmlhs.org/
http://www.lps.wels.net/

