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Video Service offered for Crown of Life members on May 17, 2020 
 
 
Dear Crown of Life members, 
 
This week is the final week for “online worship.” We will resume regular public services on 
Thursday, May 21 (6:30 p.m.) and Sunday, May 24 (8:00 & 10:30 a.m.) with special services that 
celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord and also mark our first time together since the “Safer at Home” 
orders were first enacted. (We will continue to offer some type of online worship option for those 
who are unable to attend in person.) 
 
Over the past few weeks, attendance at our small-group communion service appointments has 
increased, while viewership of our online worship videos has decreased. One of the reasons for the 
decreased viewership—a reason I have encouraged!—is that some of you may be “visiting” other 
WELS congregations and viewing their services for your weekend worship. Many of our 
neighboring congregations have video and media resources at their disposal that we presently do 
not have. They are able to produce videos with a much more professional appearance and 
incorporate music in ways that we cannot do right now. If you appreciate what these congregations 
are producing, feel free to use those resources for worshiping at home. (For what it’s worth, my 
personal recommendation is to check out Grace Lutheran Church in downtown Milwaukee. They 
have been live streaming a 9:00 a.m. service every Sunday, which is archived for later viewing.) 
 
At the same time, I am grateful that many of you continue to view our services from Crown of Life. 
Some of you have made comments such as this: “Pastor, it’s not the style, it’s the content we’re 
looking for.” We recognize and confess that the gospel is powerful whenever it is presented, even 
through “simple packaging” like our online worship videos. So thank you for continuing to seek out 
solid gospel content, whether through our videos or through another WELS congregation. 
 
As a change of pace from the simple service videos we have offered for several weeks, this weekend 
I am sharing with you a video from my previous congregation, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Citrus 
Heights, CA. This video (the link is included at the end of this note) features a service from May 25, 
2014, which was the Sixth Sunday of Easter that year. We are also observing the Sixth Sunday of 
Easter this weekend. I am the presiding minister and preacher in the video, and my wife, Emily, was 
also involved as the cantor. Most of the same readings and other worship content that we would 
have used in regular services here this weekend are used in this video.  
 
There are a few notes of explanation before you watch this video: 
 
• St. Mark’s Board of Worship had the custom of occasionally offering “worship talks” before 

services. This was an opportunity for worship education. Leaders in the congregation would 
offer a short talk that explained various principles and practices about Lutheran worship. This 
video begins with one of those “worship talks” from a member of the congregation. The talk is 
given by Noel Ledermann, who also serves on the District Mission Board of the WELS Arizona-
California District. Mr. Ledermann’s son, Gunnar, was a student at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary at the time, and is now a pastor of a WELS mission congregation in Texas. 
 

• St. Mark’s also had the custom of the principal giving the post-service announcements once a 
month, who would especially highlight school items as a part of the announcements. The 
principal at the time this service was recorded was Matthew Bauer, who is now principal at 
Great Plains Lutheran High School in South Dakota. 

http://www.gracedowntown.org/
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Because this video comes from a half-dozen years ago—from a different congregation in a different 
location with different circumstances—there are a few items in the video (such as the two bullet 
points noted above, or special petitions in the Prayer of the Church) that don’t really apply to you 
today as you watch the video. For that reason, I’m providing this outline of the video so that you can 
navigate through it and find the specific segments of the video you want to view.  
 
 0:00 Pre-service music 
 2:50 Bell Peal 
 3:55 Welcome 
 4:50 Pre-service “Worship Talk” 
 8:45 Hymn 
 13:20 Start of Service (Invocation, Confession of Sins, Song of Praise, Prayer of the Day)  

 18:50 Acts 5:27-42 
 21:50 Psalm 63 
 25:45 1 Peter 3:15-22 
 27:10 Alleluia Verse 
 28:10 John 14:15-21 
 30:00 Hymn of the Day 
 36:00 Sermon 
 56:50 Apostles’ Creed 
 58:00 Offering 
 1:00:15 Prayer of the Church 
 1:03:20 Hymn 
 1:06:10 End of Service (Prayer, Lord’s Prayer, Blessing) 

 1:07:35 Hymn 
 1:09:15 Announcements 
 
The complete order of worship that you can follow as you watch the video begins on the next page 
of this file. The same “time stamps” listed above are included in red text in the order of worship. 
 
I hope you enjoy this alternative approach for our online worship video this weekend. I look 
forward to seeing many of you again in person soon! 
 
Blessings in our risen and ascended Savior, 
Pastor Johnold Strey 
 
 
 

Worship video for Crown of Life members to view on May 17, 2020: 
 

https://vimeo.com/96431420 
 

Worship for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
recorded at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Citrus Heights, California 
8:00 a.m. service on Sunday, May 25, 2014 

  

https://vimeo.com/96431420
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Order of Service 
 
 
 

Hymn  [8:45 in the video] Christ Is Arisen! Alleluia! 
 Christian Worship: Supplement #719 
 
Christ has arisen, alleluia.  
Rejoice and praise him, alleluia.  
For our Redeemer burst from the tomb,  
Even from death, dispelling its gloom.  
 
Refrain:  

Let us sing praise to him with endless joy.  
Death’s fearful sting he has come to destroy.  
Our sin forgiving, alleluia! Jesus is living, alleluia! 

 
For three long days the grave did its worst    
Until its strength by God was dispersed.  
He who gives life did death undergo.  
And in its conquest his might did show. Refrain  
 
The angel said to them, “Do not fear.  
You look for Jesus who is not here.  
See for yourselves the tomb is all bare.  
Only the grave cloths are lying there.” Refrain 
 
“Go spread the news: he’s not in the grave. 
He has arisen this world to save.  
Jesus’ redeeming labors are done.  
Even the battle with sin is won.” Refrain 
 
Christ has arisen; he sets us free.  
Alleluia, to him praises be.  
Jesus is living! Let us all sing;  
He reigns triumphant, heavenly King. Refrain 
 
Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, b. 1938; tr. Howard S. Olson, b. 1922 © 1977 Howard S. Olson; admin. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 
 
 

Invocation  [13:20] 
 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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Confession of Sins 
 
Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, 
asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  
 
Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.  
 
(sung)  Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, have mercy on us. Lord, have mercy on us. Amen. 
 
God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Song of Praise This Is the Feast of Victory 
 Christian Worship #265 
 
Refrain: 

This is the feast of victory for our God, 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
Whose blood set us free to be people of God.  Refrain 
 
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 
And honor, blessing, and glory are his.  Refrain 
 
Sing with all the people of God, 
And join in the hymn of all creation. 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might 
Be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 
 
For the Lamb who was slain 
Has begun his reign. Alleluia!  Refrain 
 
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 5 

Salutation 
 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 

Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things that 
are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according 
to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

First Reading  [18:50] Acts 5:27-42 
 

17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the Sadducees, 
were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. 19 But during 
the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. 20 “Go, stand in the 
temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people the full message of this new life.”  

21 At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the 
people.  

When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—the full 
assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving at the jail, 
the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found the jail securely 
locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside.” 
24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests were puzzled, 
wondering what would come of this.  

25 Then someone came and said, “Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple 
courts teaching the people.” 26 At that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. 
They did not use force, because they feared that the people would stone them.  

27 Having brought the apostles, they made them appear before the Sanhedrin to be questioned 
by the high priest. 28 “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have 
filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.”  

29 Peter and the other apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than men! 30 The God of our 
fathers raised Jesus from the dead—whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted 
him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might give repentance and forgiveness of 
sins to Israel. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 
those who obey him.”  

33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to death. 34 But a Pharisee 
named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin 
and ordered that the men be put outside for a little while. 35 Then he addressed them: “Men of 
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Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to these men. 36 Some time ago Theudas appeared, 
claiming to be somebody, and about four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his 
followers were dispersed, and it all came to nothing. 37 After him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the 
days of the census and led a band of people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were 
scattered. 38 Therefore, in the present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if 
their purpose or activity is of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to 
stop these men; you will only find yourselves fighting against God.”  

40 His speech persuaded them. They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they 
ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  

41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering 
disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never 
stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.  NIV 1984 

 
 
 
 

Psalm of the Day  [21:50] Psalm 63 
 Musical arrangement by Marty Haugen 
 
In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you, I will sing glad songs of praise to you. I will 
sing glad songs of praise to you. 

In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you, I will sing glad songs of praise to you. I 
will sing glad songs of praise to you. 

O God, you are my God; for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, 
weary land without water. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory. 

In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you, I will sing glad songs of praise to you. I 
will sing glad songs of praise to you. 

For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise. So I will bless you all my life, in your 
name I will lift up my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you 
with joy. 

In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you, I will sing glad songs of praise to you. I 
will sing glad songs of praise to you. 

On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night, for you have been my help; in the 
shadow of your wings I rejoice. My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. 

In the morning I will sing, I will sing glad songs to you, I will sing glad songs of praise to you. I 
will sing glad songs of praise to you. 
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Second Reading  [25:45] 1 Peter 3:15-22 
 

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, 
16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in 
Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than 
for doing evil. 18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 19 through whom also he went 
and preached to the spirits in prison 20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through 
water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from 
the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with angels, authorities and powers 
in submission to him.  NIV 1984 

 
 
 

Alleluia Verse  [27:10] John 14:23 
 Musical arrangement by Robert Hobby 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! “If anyone loves me, he will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” Alleluia! 
 
 
 

Gospel  [28:10] John 14:15-21 
 
After the Gospel is announced: 

Glory be to you, O Lord! Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I 
am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and obeys them, 
he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and 
show myself to him.”  NIV 1984 

 
After the Gospel is read: 

Praise be to you, O Christ! Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn of the Day  [30:00] Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
 Christian Worship #377, stanzas 1-8 

In the video, the hymn was sung following these instructions: 

Stanza 1: All Stanza 5: Men 
Stanza 2: Left side of congregation Stanza 6: Women 
Stanza 3: Right side of the congregation Stanza 7: All 
Stanza 4: All Stanza 8: All 

The final two stanzas of the hymn were sung as the closing hymn. 

 
1 Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing, 

And, with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing, 
Proclaim the wonders God has done, How his right arm the vict’ry won. 
How dearly it has cost him! 
 

2 Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me. 
Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me. 
Yet deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell, 
So firmly sin possessed me. 
 

3 My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining; 
My will against God’s judgment fought, No hope for me remaining. 
My fears increased till sheer despair Left naught but death to be my share 
And hell to be my sentence. 
 

4 But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation, 
And, mindful of his mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation. 
A Father’s heart he turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently; 
He gave his dearest treasure. 
 

5 He spoke to his beloved Son: “’Tis time to have compassion. 
Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, And bring mankind salvation. 
From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they 
May live with you forever.” 
 

6 The Son obeyed his Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother, 
And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother. 
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; A servant’s form like mine he bore 
To lead the devil captive. 
 

7 To me he spoke, “Hold fast to me—I am your rock and castle. 
Your ransom I myself will be; For you I strive and wrestle. 
For I am yours, your friend divine, And evermore you shall be mine; 
The foe shall not divide us. 
 

8 “The foe shall shed my precious blood, Me of my life bereaving. 
All this I suffer for your good; Be steadfast and believing. 
Life shall from death the vict’ry win; My innocence shall bear your sin, 
And you are blest forever.” 
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Sermon  [36:00] Based on 1 Peter 3:15-22 
 

When Persecution Comes, Look to Christ 

1. Be prepared to defend the gospel of Christ 
2. Find comfort in the resurrection of Christ 

 
15 …but honor Christ* as Lord in your hearts. Always be ready to give a defense to anyone who 

asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 However, do this with gentleness and respect, 
keeping your conscience clear, so that when you are accused, those who denounce your Christian 
life will be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than 
for doing evil.  

18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all,  
 the righteous for the unrighteous,  
that He might bring you to God,  
 after being put to death in the fleshly realm  
 but made alive in the spiritual realm.  

19 In that state He also went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison 20 who in the past 
were disobedient, when God patiently waited in the days of Noah while an ark was being prepared. 
In it a few—that is, eight people —were saved through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to 
this, now saves you (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the pledge of a good conscience 
toward God) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 Now that He has gone into heaven, He is at 
God’s right hand with angels, authorities, and powers subject to Him.  HCSB 

 
*The original HCSB translation says “the Messiah” in v. 15, with a footnote offering the alternate translation “Christ.” 

 
 
 

Apostles’ Creed  [56:50] 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy Christian Church,  
   the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering Offerings for Crown of Life Lutheran Church may be given online. 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Church  [1:00:15] 
 
 
 

Hymn  [1:03:20] Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
 Christian Worship #142 
 
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness! 
God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness.  
See the spring of souls today: Christ has burst his prison  
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has risen. 
 
All the winter of our sins, Long and dark, is flying  
From his light, to whom we give Laud and praise undying.  
Neither could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark portal  
Nor the watchers nor the seal Hold him as a mortal. 
 
But today among his own Christ appeared, bestowing  
Blessed peace, which evermore Passes human knowing.  
Come, you faithful, raise the strain Of triumphant gladness!  
God has brought his Israel Into joy from sadness. 
 
 
 

Prayer  [1:06:10] 
 
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, read, 
learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your Holy Word, we may 
cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=tYgT1GfNxRUldiimjHMvOX6gN9CztnSQxA3xBh5lGpObVUj5bO4SnBpBvkGj-Y2C_szRjQkBd_TowVIM2qGpyjVg1YgOIU0Bijsm4N5WwgE=&ver=3
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Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Hymn  [1:07:35] Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice 
 Christian Worship #377, stanzas 9-10 
 
“Now to my Father I depart, The Holy Spirit sending 
And, heav’nly wisdom to impart, My help to you extending. 
He will a source of comfort be, Teach you to know and follow me, 
And in all truth will guide you. 
 
“What I on earth have lived and taught Be all your life and teaching; 
So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought And honored in your preaching. 
Take care that no one’s man-made laws Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause. 
This final word I leave you.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyrighted texts are reproduced under OneLicense #A-710169. 

 
 
 


